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proposals would again plunge us into the ever-shifting
sancls of Central Asian intrigue at a cost which we
cannot afford.'*' Sir Richard Temple, who has filled
many influential positions in India, says : " Under
Providence we are trustees for the public funds of
India, and we are responsible for the careful applica-
tion of them. When there are so many objects of
certain usefulness and necessity within India itself
on which to spend this money, it is a grave thing
to expend such money in foreign regions on objects
of doubtful expediency." l The very evil which Sir
E. Temple thus anticipated has actually come to
pass; for as Governor of Bombay he has himself
been obliged, under the financial pressure caused by
the military expenditure in Afghanistan, to per-
emptorily order that all public works, nay, even all
repairs except those which are absolutely necessary,
should be stopped in that Presidency.

In order to obtain as distinct an idea as possible of
the consequences which may be produced on the
financial condition of India by carrying out this
" forward " frontier policy, it will be desirable to refer
to some estimates which have been made of its cost
by those most competent to form an opinion. The
late Lord Sandhurst, who was scarcely less distin-
guished as a financier than as a soldier, writing in

1 See Afghan Papers, 1878.